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Nonfiction Text Features Chart  

Nonfiction text 
features 

Examples from fossil 
fuels text 

How did this feature 
help you better 

understand the text?

Title 
Chapter 1: Fossil 
Fuels 

Before reading the text, 
the heading shows 
what information will be 
shared.  

Headings  

•	 How Coal Was Formed
•	 Words to Know 
•	 Oil
•	 Coal

The subheadings 
organize the 
information and make 
the text easier to read.  

Pictures and 
Diagrams 

Captions and pictures 
help explain information 
and keep you interested. 
Diagrams help to explain 
how things work.  

Maps 

Maps can be used 
to locate where 
things are found and 
better understand 
information.  

Glossary 
Words to know:  
•	 Fossils  
•	 Fuel 

Definitions can be read 
before exploring a text to 
help you understand new 
any new information.   
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